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LTH O V. love Brother k. el: as any Siſtet he 

has, yet I cannot chuſe * ſend you my Love anc 

1 Thanks for beſtowing a good chiding upon him in 

our laſt Letter which Joule in behalf of the Biſhop to Ben. 

F he had not been a Madman, he would never have thought 

| Vn upon fo wi 200 d. as that Was * dicting & 7555 whos 
8 ve the Qu 


bs BY preach'y b een vpe the one 8 PP B. 
KAcceſſion to her Throne, and all this only for the Truth, Ia: 


Truth to be ſpoke at all times? Or do all * think Li O 
2 ſelves bound to ſpeak-Trunh at Court? are fine times off ce 
8 Liberty, when a Prieſt ſhall take upon e to contradict a Bi-Iif 
ſhop; for do not you, and I, and all Lay-People, vho are not 


ee hene Fe . 


1 ſhops Bible? Twere the — * 77 as [ 1 heard) who, 
in 7 James. the Firit's Reign, tranſlated the holy Bible into 


It a * Engliſh; or elſe you and ] had been as Ignorant of the true Re- A 
vhs -- Tigon 5 apilts or Eſſex Calves : And this Al 


bbe Presbyterians for their foohſh e with the Biſhops, hi 
2; © when at the ſamgxime they - ak capable to underſtand any 
tiuhing of the Chri# fan Relig what they muſt learn from th 
the Biſhops Bible. Now cho ee Sn believe in the Greek 
TLeſtament, yer if te döet nöt öuderttand Hebrew, he cannot 
= believe in the Old Teſtament, Wkhibur the help of the Biſhops 
Pran ſlation. Sothac; Tfa , thi! He is a Madman to contradict 
2 Biſhop; for hereby be (as Hüchas him lies ) ſhakes the Faith 
„ ol us poor Lay-People for if Scholars will not allow that Bi- 
wdopz; inrerp tohtly, how-ſhall we Lay- ©! 
F eee that they tranſlated uighily ? Can Ben think thai 
| any body will be ſuch a Fool as te believe him before a Biſhop ©Þ* 
I mean as to 2 Interpretation e tures: for I own thai 
, 1007; body 7 underſtand loony Senſe as well as ſome Bi" 
ops; 10525 mon Senfe does b colin People, bus. 
Biſbo gate che higheſt Divine; NG he this Biſbop ia Fes being 
one of the loweſt Churchmen, and therefore Ben ſhould have b 
kept his Diſtance. But 


Y 


) 

But for all this I ſhould * * he mould incur the Diſplea 
" Bare of the High Church, ay. venting his low-priz'd: Theology 
and therefore the occaſion of my writing to you is gg deſire you 
Ito uſe your Intereſt with the Biſmp ( in whole behalf you wrote 
your Book ) ro reconcile him to Ben, and to muke bp Matters 
between em. ou know that when Men are,prdvak'd, they 
ire apt to harbgar Jealouſys, and giyg ear toMifiprelentayuans. 
And I am caggdent: that Ben was ſlander d byccheſe v hotold 
ü . Biſhop, chat Ben had 4. grudg at bis Lordſtups becauſe the 
K f:4 

iq againſt Ben in the ninth, Page of-Þis Anſwer f Noms deat 
„I Brother, I delirg that you wo, ue the Biſnop tothe uin, 
[and 88 his Londſhip, that Bemis dh; fartfrom quant lliag with he 
n-{ Office; of Biſhoꝑs and Eccleliaſtizal, Gayernorsgthat'bbavauld: be 
ol contented. 600 abe b hece whoteudcafidymaſtlf, 
i-Jif che Queen4 ould think fit cen prompte him uſueli an Office? 
ot ang tho I hopg;be wrt oy yet;/tiz poſſible tliatthe may; lilie 
rel ſome others, , preac Liberty ec 5p. 8 40 and fot Pa-. 
re- Obediegcę _ when 3 But 38ibedbauld cont 

tinug-robe hagelt after he is cal an % Lader lapaba be ud 
preach, and ꝙꝓtomte Obedience dos the Queatis Gdvernment, 
e-$aod. every legal Af miniſtratiqn un dat iter Majeſtya i as hrartiiq e 
tel any Bilbop of them all: Neithen would: he encaurage dr! fuffer 
2 his Clergy. co vilparage the.ſognd, BerolutionrBr inaples, upon 

which ber Majelty's Acceſſiam and the Proteſtunt gunteſſion to 
che Britaunich Throne are founded; and the Pretender excluda 
eM<d. He wopld boldly hold ſorth tachis Dioceſa, that Self · defence 
orfl=eainlt Oppredſion is at only lay ſulz but neceſfary Ir the ak 
ps of gur ſelves and Paltenryy andeocks fairy ntify ie Happy 
Revolution, end hu the Back: Doot,agaid ſt tho Fretencdef. He 
would ſcom to be ſo. cautious gr felkdefighing ras ro-azogurll | 
Diſcourſe about Self- Defence, as ifuir were ſo dangeraus a D. 
Citrine as might betray Men isto a State ot Damnation d or if 
he, — 2 a neceſlary Defence to be a damnabie Sin, he 
? would not 6749) the Matter, 0 A8 beither to allow) difallb wir 0 
but would. baldly warn the People co repent aft; leſt they all 
1 periſh. Had he been Biſhopot Exater when the Prince 


camærhither, he would hot have ran away from bitm, 
. fo i enBiſbop;did ; neither Mould he have ſtood between 
bawk and * 2s ano1bet . now does. He _— 

have 


een GG him a Biſhop.; the Biſhop, allsdges chis fault 


have ſlunk his Neck out of Cake, and ſaid, © Have a care 
* 'what you do Neighboum, for Self-defence is a dangerous 
thing, and ſor ought I know you may be damn d for it: how- 
ever do as you pleaſe, I will not meddle nor make. All that 
I fay in the matter is, that God has given the Ring full power 
over the Lives of all his Subjects, fo that God has made him 
the higher Power. And St. Paul has ſaid, That be that reſiſts 
the higher Power, ſhall receive to himſelf Dammat ion. Yer 
. will not take upon me to ſay, whether in this Caſe you may 
or may nqt defend your ſelves, and accept of the Prince of 
Oranges Aſſiſtance. But, however, do as you will, tis all 
© one to me whether you be damn d or no, ſo 2s you ſave my 
Bichoprick for me, and ill not take it amiſs that I ſhall never 
acknowledge that you did well in it, nor ever give you Thanks 
* for your Pains ? Ben would have been hang'd before he would 
have trim'd at ſuch a half-fac'd\ Hromigbam rate; but by his Ex- 
hortation and Example would have encourag'd the Revolution. 
But I heard one ſay the other day, that Brother Ben had not the 
Ear- mark of the Spirit of Neſt- Country Epiſcopacy. Fe 

But co proceed (Brother Tom) the main point between the 
Biſhop and Brother Ben, is abbut the Power of the Supreme Ma- 
2 over the Lives of the Subject. whether this Power be 
from Heaven or of Men. The Biſhop ſays, that this Power is 
given by God only, and proves it from ſeveral Texts of Scrip- 
ture, wherein tis ſaid, that the Powers that be are ordain d 7 
God. But becauſe the Ordination of God does oftentimes fignify 
no more than the ſubſiſtence of ſomething by Divine Providence, 
by which Uſurpers and Tyrants do ſometimes beat rule in the 
World without any Commiſſion from God, or elſe that it is 
God's Will cht there ſhould be Government; therefore the Bi- 
ſhop enters into the Reaſon of the thing, p. 33. of his Anſwer, 
here he writes, that tho as the World now u, there # ground 
enough forthe. diſtinction between the natural and political Ca- 
pacity of s Subject, and between Paternal (he might has well 
have ſaid Maternal) and Civil Government, yet from the begin- 
ning it was not ſor, for then I believe the ſame firſt Man who was 
Father, 4s alſo Civil Governor of all his Children: be had (I 
verily helieve) as much the Power of a Civil Governor, a4 any 
King bas nom. And the Biſhop declares, That now the Civil 
Governors have power over the Lives of their Subjects: which 
73H ES : Power 
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Powt be ſays u given to them NET becauſe Men cannot diſpoſe 
of their un Lives, Neither has @ Malefactor condemn d to die, 
any more Power over bis own! Life than over another's, Now 
on the other hand, Ben is underſtood by the Biſhop to ſay, that 
the People make a King, by giving him power ov er their own 
Lives, which they cannot give; and without which Power no 
Man is a King, as the Biſhop ſuppoſes. And this being the great 
Point in Diſpute between them, I had a great mind to be ſatis- 
fy'd in the Matter: and therefore, I conſider d ol it firſt by my 
owukſelf. And, Iſt. Thought I, tis not neceſſary that the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate ſhould have Power over the Lives of his Sub- 
jects ; for ſuppoſing that the Legiſlature of any Country ſhould 

think that Fines, bodily Pains, Impriſonment and Baniſhment 

ſhould be ſufficient to preſerve the Government, and ſhould enact 
no other Penaltys; in that Caſe the Supreme Magiſtrate would 
have no Power ol Liſe. And ſuppoſing that in a certain ſenſe 
the Power of Life be in the Queen's Majeſty, ſhe can derive it 

only from the Law, which ſhe and the People make; who could 
as well have enacted other Puniſhments as thoſe which are ca- 
pital, and conſequently the Power oi Life and Death is not ne- 


ceſlary to the Supreme Magiſtrate; but when he has it. tis de- 


riv'd from the Legiſlature. 2. Thought I, what Power is it 

that Parents either have, or would willingly have over the Lives 
of their Children? You know ( Tom) that my Daughter Beſs, 
is as unlucky a Girl as ever · was born; and ſince Nature is the 
ſame now as ever it was, | conceive that I am as much a Queen 
and natural Governor over my Beſs ( eſpecially now my Hus- 
band is dead) as ever King Adam or King Noah was over their 
Children. Now *twas but laſt Week that this wicked Girl brake. 
my new Looking-Glaſs, which was given me by my new Sweet- 

heart; and thereaſon why ſhe made this Battery upon the Glaſs, 
was only becauſe I woud not give her a piece of white Bread 
which I had broke for her Brother. This croſſneſs of hers pro- 
vok'd me extremely, and I bang d her Back ſufficiently, but had 
not the leaſt thought of taking away her Life: And if God Al- 
mighty fhould have come to me then, and ſaid, B:ſs Bedlam, 
give you Power over the Life of your naughty Daugther to do 
what you will with ber, I ſhould not have accepted of ſuch a 
Power, Nor can I think that God Almighty ever offer'd ſuch, 
z Power to King Adam or King Noab over the Lives of their, 

5 , Children: 
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Children: wii ſuch a horrid ſhocking Power, it turns my Head 


— 


to think of it; Fis not fir for God to give, nor Parents to take; 


and there I 46 not think that the Biſhop uſes God Almighiy ci- 


villy, ta ſay, that he gives ſuch aul ward Powets to poor Parents 
(Vho can thin of nothing mote than how to preſei ve their poor 
Children) and founds all Civil Government upon ſuch Powers, 


Now tho this Conſideration ſatisfy d ine well enough, yet I 
Was willing to know the Opinions of other People upon the ſame 


Subject ; and to be very nice in the matter, I inquit d again into 
two Particulars: ( 1.) Whether Supreme Magiſtrates have in- 
deed Power over the Lives of their Subjects. And, (2) If they 
have ſo, how they came by it. The firſt Man apply'd to was 


the Hiſtoriographer Royal, who ſome years ſince wrote a Book 


abont all the Governments in Europe; and he ſaid that none of 


the Princes in Europe had any fiich Power, or pretended to have 


any, ſaving only the Great Turk. Said he, did ever any body 
hear our good Queen ſay, that the Lives of her Subjects were 
at her Diſpoſal? Nay the Freueb King bimſelf, tho he makes 
bold with the Purſes of his Subjects, and preſſes them to ſerve in 
the Wars, yet he leaves the Lives of his People to be diſpos'd 
of by Judges and Officers, appointed to adminiſter the. Laws of 


his Country. Indeed the Ring of Turkey will ſometimes ſend 


two Mute-Officers with a Bow-ſtring to ſtrangle any Subject gi- 


ven them in charge, whenever they meet with him. But the 


-—  Hiſtoritographer Royal proteſted, that he could not find that 


* 


God gave him any ſuch Power; but that he took it up, and ex- 
ertis d it of his dn A,Cõ,j,,ull 7H He 0 ns (0 i 
After this I confulted our mad Lawyer, ſtating this Caſe be- 


tween the Biſhop and Brother Ben to him as well as I could ; but 


he ſell a raving on Brother Ben's fide againſt the Biſhop, ſaying, 
that Robin Redbrenſ# made Blackbreaſt a that by upholding 
the Doctrine of Paſſive-Obedience to the Will of a Prince, he 
might caſt a flur upon the Juſtice of the late happy Revolution, 
and make void the Principle upon which it was grounded: And 
what turn could beferv'd by ſuch Doctrines, which calt an O- 
dium upon the Revolution, but only that of the Pretender? 


And if the Principle hich brought about the Revolution be 


unjuſt, all that is built upon it will be ſo tao ; the Act of Set- 
tlemen and Succeſſion will fall to the Ground. God be thank u, 
laid he, that the preaching of this Doctrine can ſow no Seeds of 

22 £0 Diſconten: 
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mis nature: For as the Body gf me. People af Esgland have 


Court af High Commiſſion; but the whole Nation have own'd 
that Trial ta have been unwarrantable by any Law or Cuſtom 


Niſcontent hetween the Queen and ber Peo plg; who will never 
believe that her Majeſty has any Inclination 10 ſtrain the Rreros - 
gatiye abays the Law; yet.methinks ( ſaid he) tis time 10 for- 
bear inſiſting ſo much ugen this Doctrine, becauſr tis very well 
known hat great occaſion it ance did give to the Jealouſys and 
Fears of the People of Great Britain, whereby, a bloody Civil 
War was rau d, which ended in the Deſtruction of King Charles 
the Firſt, and the Eugliſb Conſtitution both of State and Church. 
And *tyas from the ſame Doctrine, which was cultivated with 
great Diligence in the Reign ot King Charles the Second, that 
the Papiſts drew Encouragement to withdraw the Royal Favour 
from the legal Eſtabliſhments of this Nation; which occafion'd 
the Misfortune of another Sovercign Prince, who was naturally 
a Man of great Juſtice and Virtue. Tis enough ſar one Do- 
arine to have ſubyerted the Enghſb Conſtitut ion twice in one 
Century of Years; but that this Engine ſhould he Rept on work 
from Age to Age, is inſupportable. od enen Me e 
But ( ſaiddhe) tho theſe Laudeay Doctors cannot make the 
People jealous q the good Queen yet they may by this Doctrine 
inſinuate iuta the Queen a Diſtruſt of her People's: Fidelitv and 
Duty to her Majeſty; as if there were ſuch a Faction ia the King» 
dom, who conceive chat they may call her to account for her 
Admidiſtration. Now there is np foundation for & Jealouſy» of 


ſhe wn by their Practice; that they will riſe up in their on be» 
half, and defend themſelves againſt the illegal Adminiſtration of 
their Supreme Magiſtrate, as appear d by a late Inſtance, in 
which Torys and Whigs (as the word was then) bath agreed, 
except only a very ſmall number; ſo on he other hand, t will 
be hard to find any Man of Conſideration, who thinks that the 
People have any coercive Power over the Perſon of the Prince, 
upon any account whatever; there being no Law which ſup- 
ports any ſuch Power. Such a Power as this is centrary to the 
very Idea of Monarchy. Has Brother Ben or any other wrote 
any thing to this purpoſe theſe threeſcore years paſt ? Tis true, 
King Charles the Firſt was calbd to Trial before a pretended 


of this Land, and till be a great difficulty to find a Man of any 
other Mad, 1 cannat think chat chere is one Man in * ; 
J "4 * O 
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who will juſtify that Trial; 3 then had the Biſhop 
to talk of Levellers, and to call Ben a Leveller ? 189 
Tbe People of Great Britain haven choſen Monarchy to be 
their Form ot Government, and for the ſake of that Form they 
do not think themſelves oblig d to inſiſt upon the tigour of chat 
Law of God, which the Bifhop alledges for the Eſtabliſhment 
of Magiſtracy, vix. He who ſheds Mars Blood, by Man ſhall 
bs Blood be ſhed; for tho the Supreme Mzgiſtrate ſhould ſhed the 
Blood of any Man, yet our Conſtitution will not permit that 
his Blood may be ſhed by any Man. Beſides (aid he) it never 
enters into the Heads of the common People to examine nicely 
into the Forms of that Government under which they live; but 
if the end of Government be anſwer'd by proteQing them in g 
their Propertys, they find no fault with their Governors. B 
If all this be true ( faid 1) as I think it is, then the Biſhop g 
has carry'd his Point againſt Ben; for this Doctrine is all which I Y* 
the Biſhop contends for in his Sermon, and his Anſwer to Ben. C 
I am not of your Opinion, ſaid the Lawyer; for the Biſhop has I ®' 
not prov'd that God did preſcribe the Form of Monarchy. And I 
ſince the Forms of Monarchy in Europe differ from each other f 
in ſome particular Circumſtances and Lodgments of Power, tis I 
evident that the People of each reſpective Nation modeld their In 
Goveraments according to their own Genius, and as ſuted beſt ro JW © 
their reſpective Intereſts and Iuclinations. And whereas he ſays, 1 
that God gives the Supreme Magiſtrate Power over the Lives of It 
Malefactors, tis no ſuch thing. You may remember B. ſaid he) II 
that one of your Acquaintance was hang'd laſt Seſſions for Houſe- 
breaking; pray you, who took away his Life? Jack Catch,faid 
J. And who gave Jacł Catch the Power? The Sheriff, ſaid J. 
And who gave the Sheriff that Power? The Judge and Jury, who 
found him guilty and condemn'd him. But, ſaid he, who gave the 
Judge and Jury that Power ? Was it the Queen or the Law? This 
was a hard Queſtion, and I told him ] could not anſwer it. Then 
(ſaid he) *rwas the Law which made Houſe-breaking capital, 
and gave both Judge and Jury Power to try and to condemn 
him, The Queen gave my Lord Chief Juſtice a Commiſſion, 
by virtue whereof he ſite as Judge; but even that Power of the 
Queen is by Law cſtabliſh'd; and fo it was agreed in the Con- 
ſtitution of the E-g/:h Government. I cannot ſay that this was 
the original Conſtitution, becauſe I have read that * 
A the 
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the Lotds of Mannors t p thad Stewards to try and com 
demi Male factors taken within their reſpective Mannors, and 
to order their Execution accordingly. Which, by the way, 
ſhe ws that the Regal Authority in England was more likely to be 


founded, as to this point, in the Power of a Landlor over his 
Tenants, than in the Power of a Parent over his Children. And 
at this time, when Malefactors are hang d with royal Pardons in 
their pockets, as in Caſes of Appeal, it ſhews the Law to be the 
Supreme Diſpoſer of the Subjects Live.. 

Now Brother Tom, if you think that Men may make Laws, 
that ſuch and ſuch Offences ſhall be capital, and alſo that God 
made the Men who made thoſe Laws, you will then have ſome 
ground to go upon, in labouring a Reconciliation between the 
Biſnop and Ben. For all that Ben ſaid, was, That the People 
gave the Power over Life to the Supreme Magiſtrate; which 
you ſee may be done, by enacting that ſuch Offences ſhall be 
capital and ſuch Perſons commiſſion d by the Queen ſhall try 
and condemn *em, with the Conſent of a Jury. But ſince God 
made the Men who made theſe Laws, it may in that ſenſe be 
ſaid that God gave the Queen Power to commiſſion Judges. 
Prithee Toms make up the matter between em; the difference is 
not much, and the thing can be no otherwiſe. For Mens Lives 
cannot honeſtly be taken away, but according to Law: 10 that 
it is very plain, that the Legiſlative Power is the Fountain of 
the Judicial Power; and ſo the Queen is the Fountain of Juſtice, 
in appointin g Magiſtrates to put the Laws in execution. 

But, Zum, before you can make up this difference fully and 
wholly, it will be very neceſſary for you to let his Lordſhip 
know, that Arguments cannot be form'd from mere Words, wich- 
out affixing ſome Meaning to them. For thus he argues with 
Ben : Pray, good Sir, where have I interpreted thoſe: words ef 
the Apoſtle? I only barely cite the words, I only ſimply affurm that 
the Poſition before mention'd à directly contrary to them: And 
that the Reader may the better judge whether it be ſo or not, I 
will bere preſent t be matter to bim in another view. 


| Rom. 1}. wi, Type Poſition. 
There it no Power but of God: | The Sovereign Power of the Snpreme 
- ' Magiſtrate is deriv'd to him from 


The Powers that be, ar oh aa | the Aggregate Body of the People, 
: as by their Grant or Conceſſion, 


dais d of God. 


[ 


— 


upon the Apoſtle*'s words, | 
nor can any words be found out which can contradict em, For . 
Contradiction is not to ba found in mere words, but in the Mean - . 
ing of words; that is, in things, or at leaſt our Ideas of things. o 
So chat till the Biſhop ſets forth in what ſenſe Powers are ordain d 
ef God, he cannot ſay that Ben's Doctrine is diſagreeable to that 
of the Apoſtle. Tell him, Tam, that tis below his Lordſhip's 
Character to give words, or to raiſe a difpute about mere words: 
Tell him too, that Ben will not ſtand with him for words: Nay, 
tell him that his Lordſhip cannot put any Senſe upon thoſe words 
of St. Paul, but what will fall in with Ben's Poſition. For if 
he means by thoſe words, that the Perſons of Magiſtrates are 
nam'd by God, tis falſe in fact; for God names no Magiſtrates. * 
If he means that God gives the Powers, tho Men name the Per- Ill © 
ſons, tis as falſc ; for no Magiſttate has any Power, but what  ; 

the Lepiſlative ( which every where is the Repreſentative of the 
Community) thinks fit to give him. And then there remains lf y 
no other Senſe of St. Paul's words, but that *tis the Will of God Ill 
that chereſhould be Government, But this being a matter of 
the greateſt importance, I will conſider theſe words again, only , 

with relation to the State of Great Brit ain. 3 

Now the word Powers in the Text does not ſignify the Lodg- i » 
ment, or, as I may ſay, the Diſpoſal of the ſeveral Parts of ſl © 
Sovereign Authority in the Kingdom of Great Britain. The © 
Parts of Sovereign Power, taken by themſelves, ate the Legi-M 7 
flatwe, the Executive, the Power of War and Peace, and the 
| laſt Appeal in all Law-Suits. The firſt of theſe Powers is lodg'd ** 
.- in the Queen, Lords, and Commons, The Executive 154odg'd il © 
Y in the Queen; bur ſo limited by the Legill itive, that the Queen ]. 
| can imploy no Man in Civil or Military Truſt, but ſuch who ft 
is Qualify'd according to the Laws of the Land. The Power offfff 2! 
War and Peace is in the Queen: but if ſhe wants the Purſe of fl b 
= the Nation to ſupport her in her War, ſhe muſt apply to the 
| : Huuſe of Commons, The laſt Appeal in Law- Caſes is made to g 
| th; Houſe of Lords. Now I cannot find that Gad os ahi 0 
: Ns ſpa 


* 


terial whether ſhe' conſented or not. Nor did God chuſe the Members of 
the Commons/Houſe, who join'd with the Lords in making that Diſpoſal of 
the Crown ; tho he gave the Frecholders of England the Wiſdom to make 
ſo good a Choice. So that the Sovereign Power of that Supreme Maziftrate 
was (as Ben ſays) deriv'd to him from the Aggregate Body of the People, 
a; by their Grant and Conceſſion. And I hope that this is no Contradiction 
to St. Paul, till the Biſhop ſhall, ſtew the Senſe of the Apollle to che con- 
trary. But if the Biſhop ſhall ſtudiaully avoid to declare his own Senſe of 
St. Paul's words, which he has oppas d to Ben's plain intelligible Doctrine, 
and ſhall only ſer forth the words of chat Apoſtle in contradiction to that Do- 


** 4 


arine or Poſition (as he cally ic ),yhich was exemplif/'d by the late happy 
Revolution; what does he do but only make a Cat's Foot of the 13th of the 
Romans? St. Paul may burn his fingers, but the Biſhop is too viſe for that. 
But perhaps you will ſay, That tho the Biſhop will not explain the Apoltle, 
yet he is free enough to declare his own Belicf of the Inſtitution of Civil 
Government, boih before, and ſoon after Noah's Flood, Pag. 3 3. ſays he, I 
believe the firſt Man who mas Father, as likewiſe Civil Oo vernour of all his _ © 
Children. » He had, I verily believe, as much Pawer of a Ci vil Governour, 
as any King has now: Aud I believe the jame of Noah afterwards... And 
this he proves from theſe words ; Whoſorver ſheds Man's Blood, by Man ſhall 
his Blood be fred, - Which Command of God ( lays he , either iaflituted 4 
civil Government, or ſuppoſes it already ſettled : For who but the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate could judicially put to death a Hur derer? Aud who could he the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate bat Noah? Aud if a Civil Government were ſettled ſa ſoon, 
I think I may conclude that it has continu'd ever ſince; having not been in- 
termitted, anleſs perhaps ſometimes by a prevailing-Rebelion, Now I will 
tell you what I believe; which-is, 1, Thar the Text cited by the Biſhop is 
not an Inſtitution of any Civil Government: tor many more things are ne- 
ceſſary to inſtitute a Civil Government, than to ſlay a Murde rer. 2, I be- 
lieve that the Biſhop cannot ſhew that there was any Civil Guverament i- 
ſtitoted at that time: Mankind might then be in es Wilderneſs: State, for 
all chat he can prove to the contrary; and yet an Avenger uf Blood might 
be found out even in that State. And, 3. That Naah was ever a Civil G- 
nernour, I will give him leave to believe as long as he will, and to prove 
when he ig able. And, 4, 1 belheve that Bex is not bound ra take the Bis 
ſhop's hate Ward for the Civil Authority ot King Naah; beciuſe in the Se- 
dene Republic of lættert no Buhop's Authority was ever admairigd as 9 40 
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but every Man's Reaſons only were weigh'd in the balance, and vpon the 


turning of rhe Scale the Senate paſy'd Judgment, ie T6005, ende 
Having now fatisfy'd my ſelf, by the Aſſiſtance of our made Lawyer, a- 
bout the Original of Civil Government, I proceeded to inquire after the o- 


ther great Point in hand between the Biſhop and Ben, concerning the Law - 


talnefs of Reſiſtance. And becauſe this was a Point of Religion, and that 
one may be damu'd for want of true underſtanding of the matter, I conſulted 
oor old made Parſon (not Ben) upon the point; and ask'd- him what fort 


of Reſiſtance that was which amounted to Rebellion, and hazarded our Sal - 


vation Sa d he, I have learnt from a Great Prophet, who was an old Moſaical 
Biſhop, for he was the Director and Governour of a great People, that Re- 
beltion 1 as the Sin of Witchcraft, Here is a Compariſon (ſaid he) which 


will explain this matter: for as Witchcraft is utterly unaceountable, ſo. is 


Rebellion. For can it be conceiv d, that the good God thonld give to an 
old Woman a power to plague her Neighbour's innocent Children and dumb 
Cattel, only to ſatisfy her Malice againft her innocent Neighbour ? And 


ern it be conceiv'd, that a Body of Feople, being in the ordinary Uſe of 
their Wits, (hould riſe and join themſelvrs together, to plague their law- 


full Governours, who diſcharge their Offices according to Juſtice and E- 
quity ? If Govcrnours turn to be Tyrants, our Biſhop himſclt will not gain- 
fay Self- defence, tho he docs not much care to approve of it, So that be 
has not as yer condemn'd that Selt- defence to be a' damnable R<b:llivn, 
Now laying thefe Conſiderations together, I bclieve the Matter may be 


brought ro this iſſue : He who believes that there 'bave been tew Witches, 


will believe as few Rebellions; and he who believes that there was never 


any Witch in the Notion as we have now of-a Witch, vill not eaſily be 


brovghe to believe, rhat there was ever any Rebellion of Men in their Wits 
agzinit an honeſt and juſt Adminiſtration, As for our People of South- 
Britain, they have ever had a great Mixture of Paſſive Obediehce in their 
Gc od nature, and did never attempt to throw off the Yoke, till their Necks 
were gall'd to the quick, as our Hiſtorys will bear them witneſs. And me- 
thinks tis a ſorry Compliment to a Supreme Magiſtrate, to preach up ſuch 
a Doctrine, or even to make ſuch luſinuations as mult lay People under a ne. 
ceſfity to repeat the Faults of that Magiſtrate's Anceſtors, in order to vin- 
dicate themſelves from ſuch a damnable Sin, as they think was never com- 
mitted by them. But perhaps you will alledge in the Biſhop's defence, that 
he docs not condemn our late Self. defence, nor yet approve of it. What! 


cid the People of Exgland neither Well nor ill in joining the Prince of 


Orange, as then was, in order to defend themfelves from Popery and Sla- 


hvcry, which were ruſhing in as a Torrent upon them ? | have heard, thar 
is a Queſtion in the Qauoalibets, Whether he who will not eat a Piece ot 


the Devil, may be permitted to ſup of the Broth which the Devil is boil d 
in? and our Schoolmen have held it in the Negative. Now twas Reſiſtance 
which brought about the late happy Revolution, which preſerv d the Church 
of England, and the Biſhoprick of Exeter in the firſt place: What pity tis, 
that a Biſhop of Exeter ſhould nor own the Revolution- Principle! 

In fober fadacſs, twere to be wiſh'd that the Clergy of the Church of 


Eng / na, who arc as learned and able in their Profeſſion as any in Chriſten- 


dom, 
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dom, being througly sKil'd in the Languages wherein the Holy 
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- W Scriptures were originally written, and alſo in all antient Hi- 
1 el and Quftoms to which the Jewiſh» Diſpenſation relates, 
and whereunto the Writers of the New Teſtament allude 3 be- 
d ing alſo well ſeen in General Hiſtory, Oratory, :Philblophy, 
and all other polite and dearned Accompliſhments, fuelag them 


sor the Diſcharge of iheit bigh Calling, in a manner worthz 

5 of all Accepration Twere heartily to be wiſh'd (as Was ag 
hing) that their Politicks had never given oſſence to very many 
Men, who are truly Lovers of their -Cayniry:: and twas un: 

a fortunate, that the whole Body of the Clergy did not give in to 
; the late Revolution. But yer ] could not chuſe but pity ſuch 
Dot them, who by virtue of the Principles which they receid d in 
cheir Education, were prevented from owning the Nigheſul- 
-neſs of King Williants Title to the Crown of England, and from 

- I ſcaring Allegiance to him: ſince very Confcience ia 
form'd by his Education. and theſe Clergymen were bred up 
in the indefeaſible Rights of Kings, and in Puſſive Obedience 


to the worlt of Tyrants. And I pity'd them the more, becauſe 
the Civil Power does ſtill ſeem to give countenance to theſe 
Doctrines, by continuing the Authority of the Book ob Homi- 
ys. Nor can it be ſaid, that Clergymen may excuſe them 
ſelves wholly from the Study of Politicks, and give themſelves 
up intitely to the Study of Religion and Practice of Devotion, 
which perhaps would beſt become them; ſince the zoth of 
January and 29th of May, are viſible Encouragements to the 
Clergy, not only to deal in Politicks, but in ſuch Politicks 
which ſeemingly are not of a· piece with the Revolution · Prin · 
ciple. But all this notwithſtanding, ſince che fifth Day of Ne+ 
vember is by Authority appointed to return Thanks to God for 
* I our late happy Revolution, I humbly ſuppoſe that this may ju 8 
ſtify Brother Ben, or any Clergyman, in owning and aſſerting 
the Principle upon which that Revolution was form'd. But it 
it ſhould be fo, that che Scheme of January Politicks ſhould © 
really be contradictory to the Scheme of November, tis no 7 
vonder that there ſhould be bickerings between Biſhops and 4 
Prieſts, as long as theſe tow Sy ſtems continue; for ſince ſome + if 
Men cannot receive both of them, every one is left at liber tx 
to chuſe for himſelf: and certainly every ſenſible Man will ad-. £ - 
bere to chat Scheme, by which his Religion and Property wy "RS 
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ſhip; and rejnic'd at the Fteneb quccſſes a gainſt him. In ſhort, 
_ this" fort of People were never muck eſteem d, a least, 28 | 


gaialt her Majeſty's Title; as nine Lords did againſt. the rights 


not ce rightful Biſhopii This was deMadneß of ſome ia the 


Act of Parliament ; onlyithe late happy Revolution was form d 


this grand Point ol Reſiſbance. Toll mitn, that 8 


ol Eijg land and State to by Law eſtabliſi de Tell bim, that 
the People of Grent Brinain will nevet: be encourag'd by Ben 


the Religion and Propertys of thetnſelves and ibeir Hoſterity. 
_ whichiare more worth than their Necks, ate in imminent Dan- 


614) | 
been ſo lately preſervꝰ d. To rack bind theſe Schemes toge -t. 
ther, is to plow with an Ox and an Asi in the Opinion of ſome ff t 
People 2 and, generally ſpeaking, no Clergymen were lo ill I o 
thought of by Men of Probity, as ſich. who in the laſt Reign i 
ſware Allegiance to the King, and yet ou not ſotbaar to ſnew If 1: 
thein dulden to his Lite; they would accept of ueſetmenu |f 
from bimpwichout acknowledging) tliatibeſ came rightfully: by 
the Power ao diſpbſe of them. They oui d only his Defodtolhip 
in the dmini ſtratinn, nand deſi'd boly: o have his Prefer ment 
in fact; not troubling themſelves to is qulres whether they came 
right fully by tham. Nay ſome envy dim that very Defacto. 
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may lay, in the Country- 03305991 5130 OTDUDU Hod! 
For Brother, Tarn, aches been generally agreed in the Counr 
try, chat every body uld praiſeithe Bridge he goes oer; 
and therefore it was thought by honeſt Men, that they quo re: 
ceiv d ꝰBenefits from: that King , ſhould, have behav'd them 
ſelves dt her wiſe towards him. 1 Indeed [tmes are mended : for 
none of aur Biſhops Texts have enter d any Proteſtat:on a: 


Sq 
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tul Pitle of King William dhe Third, when a Bill was (ent 
trom the Commons to the Lords to end the ſame. i| One: of 
thoſe Loids too had accepted a very Jo Biſhopriclo from that 
King: ſo that if one was not rightfüb Ning, the ather could 


ma 82 


late Reign; but nov / Men are grow: whſeg. No body, proteſts 
agaiuſt her Ma jeſtyls Title, tho gro mded on the Revyalution 


upon-ſuch- anjunjutkg:Principle, that ſome great Men are a- 
ſham'd to one it, ba they will mot apenly diſcredit it. Prithee 


Brother Tow, try to recondile the Biſhop to Brother Bin, upon 


no Reſiſtanoe, but ſuch as is neceſſary to preſerve ie Chutch 


or any ocher Per ſon, to venture hanging, unleſs it be bei 
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ger. Teil him, chat it be will not ge them leave to defend 


(-15) -M 
«| thetnſelves; tis a hundred to one but Ude; Caſo they will 


e take leave. Pell eie — if he will got explain himſelf 


ll on thir Peitt, de, he his meddled with tt, ſome People will 


zn think that He- Allies! Liberty which" the People tobk in u 
Inte Reign, and which the Parliament alf64uſtify'd' byJoioing 
s with it; And Sede en p det the Act of Settlement, 
Yy =1 gracious Majeſty now reigns, may want ſufficient Authore- 


ty. This T believe Was alk that Bey testet rte charge upom his 


ts Locle; doe oppo ſuppofing chat he would beTo:unwary a3 t. H 
any 
With 


ing the Revolution, Wände. 


eople; ab af an H, may bag 


an occdHDOH to inform the lHeſttibus Howe: 1 rhat che 
Bifhops, Who in'their Letters congracakited the Sueoceſſton df 
thre Moe ts the Throne''of England; when it was 'onattel, 
were her in good cart oft? Others may, ftom the Biſhop's Mu- 
tions) fuppbſe thit Hoe not very Cafe in their Suction, I 


be drawn into an Exantple, 
Law 'eftabRfh'd agatiſt 


who fhall-delerid:the Succeſſion· by 
the Pretender, if he Mould oppoſe ir d 


tions, fo cold and referbd in owning the Revolution. If 
the Prieiple thereof be oed at this kim, und ſhal! grow out 


S Pt a=: 


a. 


Craft Brin un. temember the time When many People wote 
nor xfruigl f a Popiffi Succeſſot; but nN I.Il — le k no what 
they*miglt erpeck ia uch a Cale. Lis ily agree "ihr 
a Wolf's te firto kdep' Streep, hor a pe 'Prinee to welle 
over Prbteſtatit People: And in this Cala he w HE is notti wich 
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1 which 


FbrdSayafrſt the Gore Majeſty, Alb hide can be ful 
nüdtde i is, that finde the Biſnep is fo ver caUHibus ih A- 


fd By ſo great an Avthotity-as his Chbracter gives Wi 
card the Revolution- > and the Revelarion it eh, and 
all that depends upon it. Perhaps ſome m ma; nos dente cute | 


am Höre thoR People thiſk that this Kingdom: is not ſale wich. 
out their Succeſſion, © Bf if the Biſbop's great Caution ſhotld 


Por miy part I cannot -fee why any Mun ſhould be 10 bu. 


of faſfnioh, 1 am ſure we ure likely to hve: mad dings in 


Us, "Is'a Arte us e Who willmor keep the Wolt bat of the © 
Flock; I Willing'ro" adHitÞhim. An heneſt A Dureh will 
mama the Bunte, eh 'bave kep ren Sa from overflowing | 
tis County; but fte buch be een of a Dutohmun, 
who mould affect o carry Wmfelf with mdifferency ina matter 
of that Importance, who would not ſo much ts approve of kveps - 

ing up the ns with f 


e great · Pains- 2 an Hazard 95 G44 2 
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the a ; Who will not thy "was ſl done of them to he's 8 
their Baskets of Earth and — to mend the decaying Banks, 
and keep out the overflowing Tide which is making a furiou 
Inroad into their Territorys. But on the other hand, you will 
ſay, = this Dutchman does not condemn, his Countrymen for 
their Pains-taking upon that occaſion. is true, I own. it, that 
be cannot for ſhame exclaim againſt them, becauſe they ſav'd his 
Houſe and Landsfrom the Deluge: which, was coming; on; nei 
ther will he commend em, or give em incoutagement to, the 
ſame at another time, when for ſome private Reaſons, perhaps 
he would be contented to fiſh in troubled 'Waters. If Vendome 
and /illers liy'dia Holland, would they behave themſelvey any 
other wiſe, tho they wiſh'd the Country. Nr Water ( themſelve 
only excepted ) that it might be ao longer a diminution to thei 
Maſter's Glory? 

Much like this it is, to be fo i 1 to che Principle of th 
late Revolution. Tis a nice new Air, to be indifferent eo a f 
Revolution, for ſo the Biſhop ſtiles it. The not inquiing - w * 
ther we came honeſtly by this Revolution or not, is to be cold 
and indifferent in a matter of the greateſt conſequence as ever be 
fel the Kingdom. I is very pretty not to own or diſown the 
means whereby this, happy Revolution was brought to paſs. Sc 
ö po heard of an ih Colonel (and a very good Catholic 

he was) who being ask d concerning the Health of a certain Cap 
tain belonging to his Regiment, made this Anſwer ; viz. Yeſter 
day I was told that he was dead, but this Morning I heard that he 
was alive, but for my part ! believe neither of the Reports. Sn 
rely tis ſome profound Policy which keeps ſome Men ſo muc 
upon the Reſerve. A time may come, if God prevent it not of bi 
Mercy, when the Revolution - Principle muſt be damn'd to the 
bottom of the bottomleſs Pit. Tis time enough then for a will 
Man to declare himſelf. But how will be juſtify himſelf in calling 
the Revolution happy ? Truly he may ſay, according to the ol 
Proverb, Happy be lucky; it prov'd very lucky to him. Let ſt 
he may — that he never juſtified the Principle which procur' 
it, but always carry*d himſelf at leaſt indifferently towards it, and 
could not help the Succeſs and Settlement whic attended it. Cal 
up all this Brother Jom, and ſee if it does not amount to a de 


teſtable *. "a. 
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